al
=
- <C
—
<T
-
—
A
. >
O
—
<
o
- <C
I/H

HOW TO USE




Introduction

HARALD VIRTUAL AMP is a digital recreation of a modern German premium
high gain lead amp', that in our opinion comprises one of the best modern
heavy rock and dense metal sounds. It is a direct replication with state-of-the-
art algorithmic implementation of this amp, to capture the sound in detail, as
far as possible. The amp has three channels: clean, lead 2 and lead 3 for
cutting high gain sounds and a versatile Mid Cut (M.C.). Beyond the original,
this virtual amp also has an adjustable Mid Frequency (M.F.) to give the
possibility to tailor the sound even more to your needs. To your convenience
the Virtual Amp (VA) also comes with a built-in Impulse Response Loader for
direct access to a built-in or loadable custom cabinet model. The VA can be
played as stand-alone Program or as VST/AU plugin in your Digital Audio
Work Station. Also, a quick record functionality is available to record ideas
directly in stand-alone mode as high quality 16-bit wav files. Furthermore,
input and output level meter are available to prevent unwanted clipping
distortion. All VA Settings are automatically stored after each session and
restored at the next start. Settings can also be stored via preset as usual.

We wish you much fun with this Virtual Amp and endless hours of unchained
high-gain chugging experience.

1: 120W full tube power. Little Brother of a Guy called Herbert.
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Installation of the Software

WINDOWS

Common installation procedure, please open the installation program:
HaraldVirtualAmp _Installer.exe

And choose the installation path of the stand-alone application

ﬁ:’ Setup - HaraldVirtualAmp version 1.0.0 — *

Select Destination Location
Where should HaraldvirtualAmp be installed?

Setup will install HaraldvirtualAmp into the following folder,

To continue, dick Mext, If yvou would like to select a different folder, didk Browse.

": rogram FilesGainStage Browse. ..

At least 4,2 MB of free disk space is reguired.

And the VST2 plugin, if you prefer to install it.
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iﬁ? Setup - HaraldVirtualAmp version 1.0.0 — x

Select 64-Bit VST2 Plugin Directory

Select the folder in which setup should install the 64-hit YST2 Plugin, then did: Mext,

| C:\Program Files\WSTPlugins Browse...

In the next dialog window, you can choose, which of the software parts you
would like to install.

jﬁ’ Setup - HaraldVirtualAmp version 1.0.0 — *

Select Components
Which compaonents should be installed?

Select the components you want to install; dear the components you do not want to
install, Click Mext when you are ready to continue.,

Stand Alone 10,7 MB
VST3 10,5 MB
VST 10,4 ME

Current selection requires at least 35,6 MB of disk space.

Remark: The VST3 Plugin will be installed in a standard folder on your system (usually: C:\Program
Files\Common Files\VST3).
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Furthermore, you can define, if a Start Menu Folderis created in the Windows
start menu:

jﬁ’ Setup - HaraldVirtual Amp version 1.0.0 — =

Select Start Menu Folder
Where should Setup place the program's shortouts?

\j Setup will create the program's shortouts in the following Start Menu folder,
[

To continue, dick Mext, If yvou would like to select a different folder, didk Browse.

| ainstage Browse...

[ ]Don't create a Start Menu folder

and a desktop shortcut should be created.

jﬁ’ Setup - HaraldVirtualAmp version 1.0.0 — *

Select Additional Tasks
Which additional tasks should be performed?

Select the additional tasks you would like Setup to perform while installing
Haraldvirtualamp, then dick Mext.

Additional shortouts:
Create a desktop shortout
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The last installation page finishes the procedure

Ready to Install

change any settings.

1 Setup - HaraldVirtualAmp version 1.0.0

Setup is now ready to begin installing HaraldvirtualAmp on your computer,

Click Install to continue with the installation, or dick Badk if you want to review or

Destination location:

Setup type:

Selected components:
Stand Alone
W5T3
VST

Start Menu folder:
GainStage

C:\Program Files\GainStage

Choose compaonents to install

: Install

and you can now enjoy your new Virtual Amp.

ﬁ

1k Setup - HaraldVirtualAmp version 1.0.0

Completing the HaraldVirtualAmp

Setup Wizard

Setup has finished installing HaraldVirtual Amp on your

computer, The application may be launched by selecting the

installed shortouts.

Click Finish to exit Setup.

L aunch HaraldvirtualAmp
Open PDF Users Manual
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MAC

Open HaraldVirtualAmp_Installer.dmg. A Virtual Disc HaralVAlnstallis
mounted to the system. Drag Harald, Harald.component and Harld.vst as
usual to the dedicated folders (Alias) below each item.

[ NON /Volumes/HaraldVAlnstall
< B=ow = PR a = -
Zuriick/Vorwirts Darstellung Ausrichten nach Aktion Teilen Tags hinzufigen Pfad Suchen

rj Google Drive (advancedaudioprocessing...
= Google Drive
[ Schreibtisch
]ﬂ] Dokumente
o Downloads
[ Bilder
{2} markus
ﬁ Musik
Gerite
|=J AHDD500

\m

Harald Harald.component Harald.vst3

» » §

Programme Alias Components Alias VST3 Alias

@) Entfernte CD/DVD
[Z) HDs00GG

l;, HaraldVAinstall

»

Netzwerk
@ fritz-nas
Tags
EddieMacinstall
@ Rot
Orange
Gelb
Griin
@ Blau

Lila

HaraldVAlnstall » (3 VST3 Alias
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Registration of the Software

To overcome the limitations of the demo mode you can buy a license online
at http://www.gain-stage.com and register your Virtual Amp via the dialog
shown after pressing the licensing button (in the left bottom corner).

Here you can register your copy of this virtual amp

Please go to http://www.gain-stage.com, purchase a license and provide the
Reguest Code shown below.

http://www.gain-stage.com

Request Code:

32.0afaHrHLorZ6jSZK.ZXwjQxwjX5rT0V+usQzMjY2SXD | Copy To Clipboard

Load provided Key File:

Load Key File

CANCLE

Copy the Request Code (a string like this:

32.0afaHrHLorZ67SZK. ZXwjOxwiX5rTOV+usQzMj Y25xD) and provide it to us, as

we have stated after the purchase of the license. We provide you then

a key file for the dedicated machine related to the request code. This you can
load via the Load Key File Button and the occurring File Chooser Dialog.
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After successful registration you can use your Virtual Amp without any
limitations.

Here you can register your copy of this virtual amp

Please go f y Vide the
Request Cq
Sucessfull

Your Registration Markus Holzer on this
computer was sucessfull, THANK YOU !l!
Request Code:

32.0afaHrHL Sboard
OK [

Load provide

Load Key File Register this Computer

Please go to http://www.gain-stage.com for further product related
information. You can also contact us via email: contact.gainstage@gmail.com
for further support, questions and feedback of any product related kind.

Remark: The unregistered Virtual Amp is in DEMO MODE, which gives you
the possibility to try out the sound, response and functionality of the software,
but will open a DEMO MODE dialog box from time to time, that interrupts the
user experience.

email: contact.gainstage@gmail.com


http://www.gain-stage.com/
mailto:contact.gainstage@gmail.com
http://www.gain-stage.com/
mailto:contact.gainstage@gmail.com

AUDIO Setup

Via the Options menu in the upper left corner, you can open the Audio/MIDI
setup. Here it is important to choose the right audio driver. For real-time
convenience it is recommended to use an ASIO driver. Please then choose
the right output and input channels according to your connections on the PC.

Remark: In the standalone application the VA only uses the 15 Input of a set
stereo input pair.

Harald

‘ L S NI RARN

@ Audio/MIDI Settings X

Feedback Loop: | Mute audio input
Audio device type: | ASIO ~

Device: | ZOOM UAC-8 ASIO Driver ~ |

E  EAD 2/ Active output channels: |

Miadle  Treole Gam cble

Active input channels: |

Sample rate: 748000 Hz

BT Audio buffer size: | 96 samples (2.0 ms)
O 7 P AR R N Ny
B REMP\Diezelax 1 ZFL. RUNC\IABITVIR Y
Control Panel Reset Device
Active MIDI inputs: [ [ 2001 UAC-8 MIDT

AC-8 MIDI

Licensing

After that, please set the sample rate according to your needs. As rule of
thumb: the higher the sample rate the better the sound quality of the plugin

but the bigger the audio buffer size must be set in your audio interface
settings to not introduce distortion artifacts, to fulfill the real-time constrains.
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SOUNDCARD SETUP

If the chosen sample rate introduces distortion artifacts to the sound of the VA
you have to adapt the audlio buffer size in the driver menu of your audio
device. This can be opened, via the control panelbutton, as shown below:

Harald

Feedback Loop: | Mute audio input

Audio device type: | ASIO

Device: | ZOOM UAC-8 ASIO Driver

Active output channels:

Active input channels:

(o) (@
. Sample rate: | 44100 Hz
Miadle  Tre

Audio buffer size: | 96 samples (2.2 ms)

| Reset Device <% ZOOM UAC-8 Control Panel

Active MIDI inputs: [[ ) zoom uacs ot [jZ0OMUACBAudio  [EEECEITIEEET

Buffer Size: 96 Samples

AR 387 IR 2
R / '6 (R RUnc\ZdElt\lRl AR l

Sampling Rate | 44100 Hz e

ZOOM UAC-8 Control Panel

Version 1.2.1.42 built 12/20/2016

Copyright (C) ZOOM Corporation. 2016

bl X ASIO Technology by Steinberg Media Technologies GmbH
-

here you have to increase the buffer size of your audio device until no
distortion artifacts are hearable on a chosen sample rate.

Virtual Amp Settings

The self-explanatory Run switch is located at the left side. The channel switch
to choose between the clean channel (CH1) and lead channels (CH2/3)2 sits
on the right side.

S LEAD 3
(OWONO)

Bass  Miadle Treble Bass  Miadle Treole 9 @ c""“
.Cut ster

In between the parametric equalizer (EQ) and gain section knobs for each
channel are located. Above the Lead 2/3 section a toggle switch to change
between CH2/3 is placed. After the EQ sections two smaller knobs are placed

2: The Chosen channel is also indicated by the lights (LEDs) above the EQ section of the channel
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(M.Freq. and M.Cut.), which can be used to shift the crucial Mid Frequency
(M.Freq.) +/- 250 Hz around the center frequency of 750 Hz and engage a
Mid Cut (M.Cut., rotation from right to left: 0 - 8 dB) filter at 400 Hz to get a
more scoped and defined chugging rhythm sound. The sound stack of the
amp concludes with the usual Presence and Master Knob (overall volume).
To your convenience, all set parameters of the amp are automatically and
persistent stored after closing the stand-alone or plugin Virtual Amp in
between sessions. You can also generate user specific preset files to store a
dedicated setup for a future session via the Options or DAW (Digital Audio
Workstation) menu.

USE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL IRS

The Virtual Amp comes with a built-in Impulse Response (IR) Player. All
related buttons are located at the right bottom of the GUI. The IR Player
includes several intern Speaker Cabinet models selectable with a dropdown
box and also features the capability to load external IRs with a Load Cabin IR
button.

m Select a .wav IR from used dir...

4 || > DieserPC > data(D > IRs > MesaDR
Organisieren v Neuer Ordner

[ Dieser PC
J 3D-Objekte 6] EDGE -11Inch ala Sneap pic.wav
=] Bilder o] Fredman Angled.wav
I Desktop 6] Fredman Straightwav
%] Dokumente
& Downloads
D Musik
B Videos
‘i Lokaler Datentrager (C:)
- data (D)
- dev (E)
= musicBvideo (F:)

= 1&1 SmartDrive (X))

== FRITZNAS (\fritz.box) (V:)

Dateiname: |Fredman Angled.wav

When pressed, a file choosing dialog opens up (the last used path is always
stored to your convenience) to choose an IR audio file (in *.wav format).

You can switch from intern to extern IR via /ntern/extern button. The IR based
cabinet emulation can also be switched off, to use your own /mpulse
Response Player (on/off -Button at the right lower corner).
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